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SLIP SPEED CONTROL
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Abstract

In this paper an effective control strategy to reduce the torque and

flux ripple in direct torque control (DTC) of induction motor drive

based on a slip speed control of stator flux is presented. This

control strategy is applied to three-level inverter configuration using

cascaded two two-level inverters for improving the performance of

the system. Torque control is achieved by reference stator flux angle

which is generated from the sum of incremental change in stator

flux angle and actual stator flux angle. Modelling and simulation

of proposed DTC is presented and results of the simulation are

compared with basic DTC. From the simulation results it is observed

that the torque and flux ripple are less with proposed DTC and also

an improvement in the steady-state performance of the drive system

at high and low speed operation.
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1. Introduction

In order to eliminate the drawbacks of field orientation con-
trol (FOC) of induction motor drives [1], in 1985 Takahashi
and Noguchi proposed a technique is called direct torque
control (DTC) method [2]. In DTC coordinate transforma-
tions are replaced by bang-bang controllers i.e., hysteresis
controllers. The operation of the DTC is based upon appli-
cation of a suitable voltage vector for a given sample time
to keep flux and torque errors within a specified hysteresis
band and provide independent control of flux and torque.
Inverter switching frequency of conventional DTC is not
constant and only one voltage space vector is applied for
the entire sampling period and also it produces high ripple
in torque and flux due to non-linear hysteresis controllers
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[3]–[5]. To overcome this problem, a torque ripple mini-
mization algorithm was proposed based on calculation of
duty cycle with constant switching frequency operation [6]
but at the expense of mathematical complexity. To achieve
the constant switching frequency and reduce torque ripple,
space vector modulation (SVM)-DTC control technique
was proposed in [7], which is based on stator flux coordi-
nation technique [8]–[10]. But, it is parameter sensitivity
and decreases the system performance in flux weakening
conditions. In [11], another technique was proposed to
improve the low-speed performance of the DTC by elimi-
nating the null voltage vector from the voltage switching
table of basic DTC but still switching frequency is un-
controlled. Some researchers have proposed a dithering
technique for DTC to improve system performance and
also increase the inverter switching frequency by injecting
small amplitude of high-frequency triangle signal to flux
and torque errors [12], but it requires high sampling fre-
quency than SVM-DTC technique. In [13], proposed a
scheme to reduce flux and torque ripple and also achieved
constant inverter switching frequency operation. But it
requires high sampling frequency triangle signals. In [14],
proposed a scheme to introduce more zero and/or non-zero
voltage vectors to the basic switching table which results
in the reduction of torque and flux ripple without need
of modulation technique. But performance is poor under
low-speed operation. Later researchers proposed different
techniques for improving the basic DTC performance were
reported in [15]. The DTC algorithm has been extended
from low-power ratings into medium-power motor drives
application area. The advantages of the three-level invert-
ers are high voltage, high power with fewer harmonic in the
output with optimum switching frequency was reported in
[16]. Most of the three-level inverter DTC methods are
based on clamping inverters [17], [18]. But they suffer with
fluctuating neutral point due to DC link capacitor cur-
rents. By using H-Bridge topology, these problems can be
eliminated. But they require more than two isolated power
supplies. To eliminate the neutral point fluctuations, cas-
cading topology of two two-level inverter was proposed in
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Figure 1. Proposed DTC method using cascaded two two-level inverters.

[19]. In [18], a new technique was applied to three-level
inverter to DTC for reduce the torque and flux ripple based
on current ripple principle, but switching frequency is un-
controlled and torque and flux ripple are high at low-speed
operation. This paper advances the authors previous work
[20], in which problems associated with basic DTC were
outlined and a solution was proposed by applying a suit-
able control scheme to two-level inverter. This paper deals
with a new control logic to DTC for cascaded two two-
level inverters in which the inverter switching frequency is
maintained constant, as a result flux and torque ripple in
high- and low-speed operation are reduced by slip speed
control of stator flux.

2. Proposed DTC Method sing Cascaded Two
Two-Level Inverters

The proposed DTC of induction motor with three-level in-
verter configuration using cascaded two two-level inverters
as shown in Fig. 1. In this scheme, voltage switching table
and hysteresis controllers are eliminated. Prediction of the
reference stator flux unit, polar (P ) to rectangular (R)
transformation unit, the reference stator voltage calcula-
tion (SVC) unit, and SVM units are added. In this control
strategy, torque control is achieved by slip speed control
of stator flux. From (1), it is clear that electromagnetic
torque Te control is directly performed by changing the
load angle δ with maintaining stator flux ψs and rotor flux
ψr magnitudes are constant. Using [21], (1) can be derived
as (2).

Te = (3p/2)|ψs||ψ′
r| sin δ (1)

Te(t) =

[
3

2
p

L2
m

RrL2
s

∣∣ψ2
s

∣∣][1− e−t/τ
]
(ωs − ωr) (2)

where τ =σLr/Rr is the rotor time constant, σ is the
leakage coefficient, Rr is the rotor resistance, p is the
number of pole pare, Ls, Lr, and Lm are the stator, rotor,

and mutual inductances, respectively. From (2), (ωs −ωr)
is called slip speed ωslip of the stator flux angular speed
ωs and rotor angular speed ωr in rad/s. The slip angular
frequency ωslip can be written as:

ωslip = ωs − ωr (3)

By substituting, (3) in (2), the instantaneous electro-
magnetic torque Te is:

Te(t) =

[
3

2
p

L2
m

RrL2
s

∣∣ψ2
s

∣∣][1− e−t/τ
]
(ωslip) (4)

From (4), the electromagnetic torque is directly con-
trolled by slip angular speed ωslip. The slip angular speed
ωslip can be rewritten as:

ωslip =
dθslip
dt

=
Δθslip
Δt

(5)

From (5), Δθslip is the slip angle and Δt is the sampling
time. Substituting (5) into (4), the modified instantaneous
electromagnetic torque Te is given by:

Te(t) =

[
3

2
p

L2
m

RrL2
s

∣∣ψ2
s

∣∣][1− e−t/τ
](Δθslip

Δt

)
(6)

From (6), it is clear that the electromagnetic torque Te

is directly controlled using slip angle per given sample time
Δt. From [2], stator voltage equation is written by (7):

dψs/dt = vs − isRs (7)

where ψs is the stator flux, vs is the voltage space vector,
isRs is the stator winding resistive voltage drop and Δt
is the sample time. By neglecting stator winding resistive
voltage drop, (7) becomes:

Δψs = vsΔt (8)
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Figure 2. Compensation of stator flux error and torque
error using stator flux control.

From (6) and (8), it is clear that the torque error and
flux error are compensated by using voltage space vector
vs. Fig. 2 describes about how the stator flux error and
torque error are compensated by voltage space vector vs
in a given sample time Δt based on direct flux control
method.

From Fig. 1, the torque error ΔTe and flux error Δψs

will be compensated by applying suitable voltage vector vs
for particular sample time Δt, results the actual stator flux
angle changed from θs to θs +Δθslip without disturbing
the flux magnitude and the actual stator flux magnitude
chanced from ψs to ψ∗

s without disturbing the flux angle.
From Fig. 2, the reference stator flux vector ψ∗

s is resolved
in to d-axis reference flux ψ∗

sd and q-axis reference flux ψ∗
sq

using reference flux angle θ∗s given by (9).

ψ∗
sd + jψ∗

sq = ψ∗
s cos(θ

∗
s) + jψ∗

s sin(θ
∗
s) (9)

The stator flux error Δψs is given by:

Δψs = ψ∗
s − ψs (10)

The reference voltage space vector v∗s is given by:

v∗s = Δψs/Δt+ isRs (11)

where isRs is stator resistive voltage drop. The reference
stator flux vectors are designed from (9). Δψs is the stator
flux error between reference stator flux and estimated ac-
tual stator flux. To reduce this stator flux error, required
reference voltage space vector components are calculated
from (11). Using this reference voltage space vector com-
ponents, the time signals are calculated as explained in
[22]. These time signals generate the controlled pulses for
the voltage source inverter (VSI).

The three-level inverter configuration using cascaded
two two-level inverters are shown in Fig. 3 and inverter

Figure 3. Three-level inverter using cascading of two two-
level inverters [19].

Figure 4. Space voltage vectors in three-level inverter.

voltage switching states are shown in Fig. 4. The voltage
space vectors from v1 to v6 be useful for low-speed operat-
ing frequency and from v7 to v18 be useful for high-speed
operating frequency conditions.

The switching states for phase “a” are represented in
Table 1.
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Table 1
Switching States of Phase “a” Leg

Sa+ S′
a+ Sa− S′

a− Pole Voltage

Switching
VaN

Status of ON ON OFF OFF Vdc

Phase A- Leg OFF ON ON OFF Vdc/2

OFF OFF OFF ON 0

3. Simulation Results

From the developed mathematical models of the two-
and three-level inverters, three-phase induction motor and
control logic simulations were carried based on MAT-
LAB/SIMULINK. Figure 5 shows the simulation results
of basic DTC for forward motoring operation of induction
motor drive speed at 1000 rpm (high speed), corresponding
developed torque and stator flux. Figures 6 and 7 show the
developed torque and stator flux of two- and three-levels
proposed DTC at 1000 rpm, respectively. Figures 8–10
show torque ripple comparison of basic DTC and proposed
DTC at 1000 rpm. Figures 11–13 show the comparison
of stator flux ripple for basic DTC and proposed DTC at
1000 rpm.

From Figs. 14–16 represent the stator three-phases
current and from Figs. 17–19 represent the d-axis phase
voltage at 1000 rpm for basic DTC and proposed two- and
three-levels DTC. Figures 20–25 show the torque ripple
comparison and stator flux ripple of basic DTC and pro-
posed DTC at 100 rpm (low speed). From Figs. 6 and 7,
it is observed that the torque dynamic response is simi-
lar to basic DTC but steady-state flux and torque ripple
are decreased compared with Fig. 5. From Figs. 8–10, it is

Figure 5. Simulation results of basic DTC: (a) variation of
rotor speed from 0 to 1000 rpm; (b) load torque of 10N-m
is applied at 1 s and removed at 1.6 s; (c) stator flux.

Figure 6. Simulation results of proposed two-level DTC:
(a) variation of rotor speed from 0 to 1000 rpm; (b) load
torque of 10N-m is applied at 1 s and removed at 1.6 s;
(c) stator flux.

Figure 7. Simulation results of proposed three-level DTC:
(a) variation of rotor speed from 0 to 1000 rpm; (b) load
torque of 10N-m is applied at 1 s and removed at 1.6 s; (c)
stator flux.

Figure 8. Simulation results of basic DTC: steady-state
torque ripple at 1000 rpm speed.
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Figure 9. Simulation results of two-level DTC: steady-state
torque ripple at 1000 rpm speed.

Figure 10. Simulation results of three-level DTC: steady-
state torque ripple at 1000 rpm speed.

Figure 11. Simulation results of basic DTC: steady-state
flux ripple at 1000 rpm speed.

Figure 12. Simulation results of two-level DTC: steady-
state flux ripple at 1000 rpm speed.

Figure 13. Simulation results of three-level DTC: steady-
state flux ripple at 1000 rpm speed.

Figure 14. Simulation results of basic DTC: steady-state
stator current at 1000 rpm speed.

Figure 15. Simulation results of proposed two-level DTC:
steady-state stator current at 1000 rpm speed.

Figure 16. Simulation results of proposed three-level DTC:
steady-state stator current at 1000 rpm speed.
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Figure 17. Simulation results of basic DTC: phase voltage
at 1000 rpm.

Figure 18. Simulation results of proposed two-level DTC:
phase voltage at 1000 rpm.

Figure 19. Simulation results of proposed three-level DTC:
phase voltage at 1000 rpm.

Figure 20. Simulation results of basic DTC: steady-state
torque ripple at 100 rpm.

Figure 21. Simulation results of two-level proposed DTC:
steady-state torque ripple at 100 rpm.

Figure 22. Simulation results of three-level proposed DTC:
steady-state torque ripple at 100 rpm.

Figure 23. Simulation results of basic DTC: steady-state
flux ripple at 100 rpm.

Figure 24. Simulation results of two-level proposed DTC:
steady-state flux ripple at 100 rpm.
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Figure 25. Simulation results of three-level proposed DTC:
steady-state flux ripple at 100 rpm.

observed that torque ripple is less in three-level proposed
DTC compared with basic DTC and two-level proposed
DTC. From Figs. 11–13, it is observed that flux ripple is
less in three-level proposed DTC compared with basic DTC
and two-level proposed DTC. Figures 20–22 show torque
ripple comparison of basic DTC and proposed DTC at
100 rpm (low speed). It is observed that torque ripple is de-
creased in three-level proposed DTC, when compared with
basic DTC and two-level proposed DTC. Figures 23–25
show a stator flux ripple comparison of basic DTC and
proposed DTC at 100 rpm motor speed. It is observed
that flux ripple is decreased in three-level proposed DTC,
when compared with basic DTC and two-level proposed
DTC. From the above observations it is found that at 1000
and 100 rpm the torque and flux ripple are reduced using
proposed scheme, when compared with basic DTC and
two-level DTC methods.

4. Conclusion

In this paper, an algorithm for direct torque and flux
control to reduce flux and torque ripple in a three-phase
induction motor drive fed from a three-level inverter con-
figuration consists of two cascaded two-level inverters was
proposed. The torque control is achieved by reference
stator flux angle which was generated from the sum of
incremental change in stator flux angle and actual stator
flux angle. The behaviour of the drive at high- and low-
speed operation was observed. In both cases the torque
and flux ripples are less when compared with basic DTC.
The performance of the drive at low speed is better in
particular.
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